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= Cameroon

On IDAHO, activists of the Cameroon LGBT or-
ganisation ADEFHO proposed to interact with the
public through the radio station Sweet FM. Insults,
threats and threats for the gas chamber were part
of the reaction they got. Nevertheless, the pro-
gramme certainly allowed some facts and figures
to be announced and will surely have contributed
to make some mentalities change. According to
ADEFHO members, “in countries like Cameroon,
the global nature of the International Day Against
Homophobia and Transphobia is a valuable argu-
ment to open up spaces to dialogue and lend
support to grassroots activists."

Meanwhile LGBT defence organisation “Alterna-
tives Cameroun” organised a workshop in Douala
where 84 participants reflected on various ele-
ments of the situation of LGBT people and deve-
loped strategies to combat homophobia and
transphobia.

* Kenya

The International Day Against Homophobia was
marked on Sunday, May 17. The Kenya National
Human Rights Commission, the Gay and Lesbian
Coalition of Kenya (GALCK), and the International
Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission
posted a newspaper advert that quoted Presi-
dent Mwai Kibaki's pledge last year to protect
people's rights and freedoms.

The advert also quoted the South African Nobel
Peace Laureate and Anglican cleric, Archbishop
Desmond Tutu: "It is impossible to keep quiet
when people are frequently hounded, vilified, mo-
lested and even killed as targets of homophobia
for something they did not choose - their sexual
orientation.”
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= Nigeria

In a country where the Death Penalty for same-
sex behaviour is still active in some provinces
under Muslim law, it is a brave act to stand up
against homophaobia. In a news briefing, officials
of The Independent Project for Equal Rights
(TIPER) and The International Centre for Sexual
Reproductive Rights (INCRESE) unveiled an ap-
peal that urged the three tiers of government to
stop discriminating against homosexuals, lesbians
and gay people.

The House Of Rainbow Metropolitan Community
Church in Lagos also issued a press statement to
remind the government, religious bodies, media,
people and society that they have a responsibility
in protecting all members of society. The state-
ment drew attention to the current violent homo-
phobic articles in the Nigerian press, calling for
more responsible attitudes from the media.

* South Africa

In South Africa, the Trans people’s network Gen-
der Dynamix disseminated the International Ap-
peal against Transphobia and for the Respect of
Gender Identity that marked this year’s global
IDAHO campaign. This resulted in South African
LGBT organisations massively supporting the ap-
peal, together with more than 300 other organi-
sations across the globe.
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e Canada

For some years now, Quebec based Fondation
Emergence, who launched in Canada a Day
Against Homophobia celebrated initially in June,
has actively been championing the promotion of
the International Day and impulses a great diver-
sity of actions all over the country. This year, the
Fondation Emergence launched a campaign tit-
led “homosexuality knows no borders” and deve-
loped campaign material and toolkits for action. It
provides a detailed activity report on www.homo-
phobiaday.com

On May 17th,
the Canadian
Labour
Congress is-
sued a state-
ment to
support the
International
Day Against
Homophobia
and Trans-
phobia. The
statement
read that “On
May 17th, the
Canadian La-
bour movement stands in solidarity with lesbian,
gay, bisexual and trans communities and affirms
our commitment to fight homophobia and trans-
phobia (...) because we know that an injury to one
is an injury to all”.

HOMO
SEXUALITY
KNOWS NO

BORDERS
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= USA

First activities for the International Day Against Ho-
mophobia and Transphobia were organised this
year in the USA and links have been established
with activists and organisations around the coun-
try for more future actions.

© Rainbowfund

In San Francisco, activists came together over the
course of a one-hour fund-raising rally for the
LGBT solidarity “Rainbow Fund” that was put
under the sign of protest against the kilings and
torture of LGBT Iraqgis.

In Chicago too, protesters gathered to show soli-
darity with Iraqgi gays and others targeted around
the world for their LGBTQ identity or behaviour.
The protest was organized by the Gay Liberation
Network.

© Gay Liberation Network
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e Australia

To mark the International Day Against Homopho-
bia and Transphobia, ACON, Australia’s biggest
GLBT health promotion agency, organised with
many other LGBT organisations various events in
Sydney, including public debates on same-sex
adoption.

The organisation also launched its project of an
online photo gallery where participants can upload
pictures of themselves with messages that chal-
lenge homophobia or celebrate diversity and so-
cial inclusion. The gallery can be accessed at
www.thisisoz.com.au

Olympic champion Matthew Mitcham, MTV VJ
Ruby Rose, Greens Leader Sen. Bob Brown and
former High Court judge Michael Kirby are among
many famous and everyday faces that are part of
this new campaign to fight discrimination against
Australia’s gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender
community.

Still in Sydney, Community Action Against Homo-
phobia (CAAH) held a rally aptly beneath the ‘I
have a dream’ mural in Newtown. The main aims
of the rally were to call for the legalisation of same
sex marriage in Australia, highlight the need to
tackle transphobia and continue working towards
an end to homophobia globally. A range of spea-

kers came

together to

speak out

qﬁ“"ﬁy’” against ho-
ks Dag), mophobia
far and discrimi-
f'?ﬂﬁl'fl?ﬂf- nation
Just he against gays
%@%ﬂg and lesbians.
Iam People cal-
led upon the

Australian

government

to legalise

same  sex
marriage and
governments
around the
world to de-
criminalise homosexuality. Several individuals from
the LGBT community organised a photo exhibi-
tion displayed in Sydney but also accessible on-
line at http://idahosydney.wordpress.com/.

To make the general population in Victoria and,

© ACON

46 A IDAHO ANNUAL REPORT 2008 / 2009

more specifically, ethno-cultural communities of all
backgrounds, more aware of issues related to
sexual identity the Anti Violence Project of Victo-
ria Inc. (VicAVP) organised a series of events ran-
ging from concerts to conferences and even
bingo !

Linking to other similar initiatives in the country, Vi-
cAVP launched a website that offered people an
opportunity to have their picture taken with a mes-
sage of support for the campaign to be uploaded.
This initiative attracted prominent statements,
such as that from Governor of Victoria, Prof David
de Kretser who said: “| am pleased to support the
International Day Against Homophobia. It is criti-
cal in our society that the right of consenting indi-
viduals to express their sexual preference is
upheld without any fear of retribution. Having a
day on which this issue is raised in the awareness
of the public, is one way attention is drawn to this
important matter. It also makes people aware that
this freedom is not available in many countries
throughout the world, and even when such a right
is present in a society, prejudice can still prevail.”

* New Caledonia

For the third year running, the LGBT organisation
Homosphere organised an arts exhibition in the
French Pacific island. 30 artists across all disci-
plines united over this year’s theme of “mixing the
differences”, which resonates locally in a very eth-
nically and culturally diverse society. After being
launched on the International Day against Homo-
phobia and Transphobia in the capital Noumea,
the exhibition is now scheduled to travel to other
parts of the country, where the issue of homo-

© Homosphere

phobia is often facing total denial.



IDAHO ANNUAL REPORT 2008 / 2009 A 47



e Iran

Homosexual Students of Iran’s Universities sent
an Open Letter to the Student Movement of Iran,
on May 15, urging the Movement to shed homo-
phobic behaviours, from ignorance to belittling
reactions towards homosexuality and transgen-
der community; to admit the presence of Homo-
sexual Students amid the body of the movement;
and to include the queer community’s demands,
in their statements to the government. The letter
addresses The Student Movement in particular,
but it doesn’t fail to notice that all social and intel-
lectual movements of Iran today are connected
together, and therefore the letter reaches out to
other movements, such as women'’s, social and
human rights, workers, and the intellectuality mo-
vement. This letter, at a time that bloggers, mostly
consisting of queer students and academics, are
under government scrutiny and attack, is a mea-
ningful act. The letter is signed by 8 Universities,
including all of the most important universities in
Tehran.
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e Lebanon

The general objective of the Lebanese mobilisa-
tion around International Day Against Homopho-
bia and Transphobia was to advocate towards the
abolishment of the article 534 from the Lebanese
Penal Code that can be used against homo-
sexuality as an “unnatural sexual behaviour”. Ac-
tivities were organised on 2 consecutive days, one
being for the LGBT community and the public to
come and participate in events, the second being
for the media, civil society organizations, profes-
sionals and policy makers...

The programme of the first day included an inter-
active theatre play about police violence, docu-
mentaries on LGBT issues and a theatre
performance about article 534.

A panel discussion on 534 explained its origins
and application by the government on the LGBT
community. The panel was informing the LGBT
community about their rights, and also letting
them know the reason behind this law and how
and when it can be applied and when it can't.
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Concluding remarks :

2009 has once again proven a fantastic year for
LGBTI Campaigning on the International Day
Against Homophobia and Transphobia. Activities
were reported in around 50 countries, ranging
from isolated initiatives to week-long festivals and
international congresses.

The IDAHO Committee itself has known a tre-
mendously interesting year with historic develop-
ments at the UN and the launch of the
international Appeal against Transphobia and for
the Respect of Gender Identity. The year was also
marked by our strong involvement in shaping the
Paris World Congress on Human Rights, Sexual
Orientation and Gender |dentity.

We have had a lot of pleasure working with inter-
national websites to create outreach videos
against homophobia. We have also witnessed tra-
gic hours where activists were brutalised, from
Moscow to Kampala, Bujumbura and Ankara.
These were a signal, if need be, that the fight
against ignorance, bigotry and social control by
conservative forces needs to be developed, sus-
tained, and known to the world.

This is why the IDAHO Committee will keep de-
veloping the networking function and the relevant
communication instruments, such as the web site
and the list server.

We will also keep developing the capacity to iden-
tify innovative national or international projects and
support them.

We will also seek to develop international ou-
treach projects in partnership with networks and
international media, to increase the exposure of
the Day and support our campaigning activities.
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We will also pursue our strategic objective to ex-
pand the official recognition of the International
Day Against Homophobia and Transphobia by
more countries, by creating a working group that
will allow participation of all organisations who
want to take this objective further with their natio-
nal authorities.

And of course, we are heading towards new ex-
citing international campaigning coordination, so
watch out for news to come soon on this.

In order to achieve these objectives, we will acti-
vely encourage participation of professional vo-
lunteers and devote more energy to internal
communications and structuring.

The road ahead is full of challenges but the past
campaigns have all proven that the IDAHO Com-
mittee brings a significant added value on the
LGBT campaigning front. These achievements
give us confidence that we should move ahead
with the same pride that we hope the Internatio-
nal Day Against Homophobia and Transphobia
will trigger in LGBT activists and people’s minds
and souls over the years to come.
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